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Alexander Van der Bellen
Federal President of the Republic of Austria

INTOSAI is looking back at an extraordinary jour-
ney. In the past 70 years, a large network has
been created, which today unites 195 Supreme
Audit Institutions from all over the world under
one roof. This network plays a significant role not
only when it comes to transparency, governance
or government audit — but also as a place of
exchange, cooperation and mutual learning.
After all, most of the challenges we are facing
today can only be solved by joining forces. Part-
nerships that we build across borders are there-
fore all the more valuable.

During the COVID-19 pandemic we have seen
the importance of cross-border dialogue in miti-
gating the implications of such a crisis — be it
health-related or financial. Furthermore, consid-
ering the climate crisis, INTOSAI is also making an
important contribution to the implementation of
the Sustainable Development Goals through its
close cooperation with international organiza-
tions, governments and the civil society.

INTOSAI has always taken a critical look at the use
of public resources, uncovers mismanagement
and corruption — and is thereby strengthening
the citizens’ trust in public institutions. A liberal
democracy needs this trust in order to function
welll You thus have a highly responsible task as
members of INTOSAI. | would like to thank you all
for shouldering it so successfully and for showing
such great dedication in doing so.

| congratulate the International Organization of
Supreme Audit Institutions cordially on its 70t
anniversary and wish you all the best for the
future! <
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Margit Kraker
Secretary General of INTOSAI
President of the Austrian Court of Audit

2023 marks a momentous year both for the
International Organization of Supreme Audit
Institutions (INTOSAI) as well as for the interna-
tional community: As we are celebrating the 70t
anniversary of INTOSAI, we also find ourselves at
the halfway point towards realizing the United
Nations 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Devel-
opments Goals.

A'look back at history, precisely at the year 1953,
takes us to the first congress held by 34 Supreme
Audit Institutions (SAls) in Havana, Cuba, which
served as an opportunity to discuss, among oth-
ers, public accounting systems, the independ-
ence of SAls and their relations with the legisla-
tive. It was on this occasion that INTOSAI was
founded to provide the framework for a contin-
ued exchange of experiences and best practices
among SAls. Already then, issues of sustainability
— such as the promotion of sustainable public
finances and effective, accountable institutions —
took centre stage in the public audit dialogue.
70 years later SAls, whose role in promoting
efficiency, accountability, effectiveness and
transparency of public administration has been
recognized repeatedly by the United Nations,
are uniquely placed to act as a key component
in holding governments to account when it
comes to safeguarding a liveable future for all.

As the umbrella organization for SAls around the
world, INTOSAI is playing a pivotal role in sup-
porting its member institutions to strengthen
their positioning in the state, to fulfil their man-
dates and to further develop their capacities to
make a difference in the lives of people —through
their audits, their recommendations and their
expert opinions.
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The INTOSAI General Secretariat, which com-
memorates its 60th anniversary this year, acts,

on the one hand, as the central administrative
support to coordinate the efforts in this regard
and, on the other hand, as a hub for the
SDG-related activities by SAls and INTOSAI. In
this spirit, the publication that you are holding
in your hands provides a comprehensive over-
view of the endeavours and considerations
made by INTOSAI’s bodies and external stake-
holders to promote sustainability in its various
facets and to contribute to achieving the Unit-
ed Nations 2030 Agenda.

| wish to thank all state representatives, partner
organizations and members of INTOSAI for their
contributions to this commemorative publication.
Their success stories and thoughtful insights will
inspire INTOSAI as it is ushering in a new — and
probably decisive — decade for safeguarding a
liveable future for all — with joint forces and under
the motto “Mutual Experience Benefits All”.



Wolfgang Sobotka
First President
of the Austrian National Council

Supreme Audit Institutions (SAls) hold a funda-
mental position in the state structure. They stand
for accountability and transparency, which are
essential pillars of constitutional government
action based on the rule of law. Through their
control and advisory functions, they promote an
effective and efficient public administration in the
interest of citizens and make a significant contri-
bution to the fight against corruption. Their
reports provide parliaments and the public with
objective evidence of the extent to which the
principles of good governance are being observed.

For 70 years now, INTOSAI, the International
Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions, has
provided an organizational framework to pro-
mote the development of SAls and to strengthen
their independence. With some 200 members,
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INTOSAI has evolved into a global network that
enables a comprehensive exchange of experience
and knowledge, develops internationally recog-
nized professional standards and guidelines, and
supports SAls in building their professional com-
petencies and safeguarding their independence.

The importance of INTOSAI and SAls was par-
ticularly recognized by the adoption of two reso-
lutions by the United Nations General Assembly
in December 2011 and December 2014. In these
resolutions the United Nations emphasized the
promotion and support of efficiency, accounta-
bility, effectiveness, and transparency in public
administration by strengthening SAls. In addition
to this commitment, SAls have also been
assigned an important function in implementing
the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

By auditing and monitoring the implementation
of the SDGs by their national governments, SAls
can make a significant contribution to the success
of the 2030 Agenda and to a sustainable develop-
ment at economic, environmental, and social lev-
els. Accordingly, one of INTOSAI's main priorities
in its current strategic plan is also to support and
promote the contribution of SAls towards imple-
menting the SDGs. INTOSAI's numerous initiatives
and events that address the role of its members in
monitoring the implementation of the SDGs and
developing appropriate audit methods for this
purpose are therefore very welcome.

It is a special distinction for the Austrian Parla-
ment that the General Secretariat of INTOSAI has
been located in Vienna at the Austrian Court of
Audit for 60 years now. The launch of this com-
memorative publication demonstrates its firm
intention to make an essential contribution to
the achievement of the SDGs both at national
level and within the framework of INTOSAI. <«



Doris Bures
Second President
of the Austrian National Council

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), to
which the United Nations Member States jointly
committed in September 2015, provide an ambi-
tious and long-term “plan of actions for people,
planet, and prosperity” for all nations. The decla-
ration on the SDGs, “Transforming Our World:
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”,
noted that “Our Governments have the primary
responsibility for follow-up and review, at the
national, regional and global levels, in relation to
the progress made in implementing the Goals
and targets over the coming fifteen years”.

Supreme Audit Institutions play a crucial role in
the implementation of the SDGs. The initiative of
INTOSAI to support Supreme Audit Institutions in
making an essential contribution to the success
of the 2030 Agenda is not to underestimate.

It is an honour and a pleasure to welcome
INTOSAI in the modernized parliament building
in Vienna on the occasion of the 70-year jubilee of
INTOSAI. The Austrian Court of Audit plays an
important role both as the INTOSAI General Secre-
tariat as well as a monitoring body for the Austrian
efforts to fulfil the goals of the 2030 Agenda. <«
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Norbert Hofer
Third President
of the Austrian National Council

We all bear responsibility. For ourselves, for our
families, for our communities, for society, for cul-
ture, and for the state. We carry these responsi-
bilities individually and collectively. Responsibility
requires both trust and self-confidence. This
applies to all levels of responsibility: individual,
societal, and governmental. Trust and self-confi-
dence are closely linked to adhering to rules.
Those who follow the rules gain trust and build
self-confidence.

The Austrian Court of Audit (ACA) plays a signifi-
cant role in monitoring public finances and ensur-
ing transparency and accountability in adminis-
tration. As a member of INTOSAI and in its capac-
ity as the INTOSAI General Secretariat, the ACA
collaborates internationally to promote best
practices and standards. It is important to note
that the ACA acts independently and objectively
to assess the use of public funds and ensure
compliance with laws and regulations. This con-
tributes to responsibility and integrity in adminis-
tration.

The ACA’s responsibility lies in monitoring the
financial efficiency, effectiveness, and regularity
of public funds. Through its audits and reports,
the ACA helps uncover potential shortcomings
and identify areas for improvement.

This strengthens citizens’ trust in the government
and promotes democratic control. Overall, the
ACA and INTOSAI play an important role in ensur-
ing accountability and transparency in adminis-
tration. Their work contributes to strengthening
democracy by ensuring that public funds are
used responsibly and efficiently. |




Douglas Hoyos-Trauttmansdorff
Chairman of the Austrian Public Accounts
Committee of the Austrian National Council

In these times of global unrest and climate crisis,
the issue of sustainability will be of vital impor-
tance if we —and future generations —are to pre-
serve and improve our environment, economy
and society and successfully overcome the multi-
ple challenges of the 21° century.

As a liberal politician | am convinced that the indi-
vidual’s power to create and innovate will be
decisive, especially by creating equal opportuni-
ties for women, such as unimpeded access to
education or by removing structural discrimina-
tion. To achieve this however, we need a reliable
strategy with coherent rules and clear processes
at all political levels.

We must embrace the challenges of our age as
opportunities for a better, freer future. But nei-
ther renouncing progress nor science denial will
help us create it. If we are to reach the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals (SDGs), we will require
effective policies, smart innovations and solu-
tions that will not only help the environment but
also ensure economic growth and the protection
of individual rights. The necessary changes will
require united efforts by businesses, economic
policymakers and society as a whole and will only
succeed if people trust their nation’s institutions

and political system.

For this, transparency and checks on power are
essential. Supreme Audit Institutions will have a
vital role not only in identifying problems and
malpractices on the way to achieving the SDGs in
a world that is becoming increasingly complex,
but also in dauntlessly shedding light on the dark
corners of power.

Because in the end, while progress towards a
sustainable future will very much depend on
political will, | am convinced its success will be
ensured by those institutions relentlessly scruti-
nizing policy makers and upholding both the
principles of good governance and the rule of
law. <
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INTOSAI AT A GLANCE




ABOUT INTOSAI

The International Organization of Supreme Audit
Institutions (INTOSAI) was founded in 1953 as
the umbrella organization for the external gov-
ernment audit community.

Since 1998, INTOSAI has had a special consulta-
tive status with the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) of the UN. INTOSAI cooperates with
the UN and its specialized agencies in various
fields.

INTOSAI closely cooperates with seven Regional
Organizations as related autonomous entities.

DATA OF INTOSAI

e 202 Members

e 195 Full Members

e 5 Associate Members

o 2 Affiliate Members

¢ 7 Regional Organizations

e 4 Strategic Goal Committees
e 3 Task Forces

e 5 Workstreams

e 12 Working Groups

e 6 Subcommittees

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

In line with its Strategic Plan 2023—2028, INTOSAI
focuses on the following five key priorities:

1. advocate for and support SAl independence
2. contribute to the achievement of the UN
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
3. support the development of SAI resilience
4. promote and support equality
and inclusiveness
5. enhance strategic partnerships



INTOSAI LEADERSHIP
THE ROLE OF SAls IN
GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT



Margit Kraker
Secretary General of INTOSAI
President of the Austrian Court of Audit

Throughout its history, INTOSAI has always been
committed to support its members in responding
to topical and crucial issues and challenges.
These days, sustainability is an issue of key impor-
tance for our society in many ways —and SAls can
make an important contribution to ensuring and
safeguarding sustainability through several

means.

By carrying out their independent audits and by
publishing their audit reports, SAls play an impor-
tant role in promoting efficiency, accountability
and transparency of public administration.
Through their recommendations, SAls can create
the necessary impact on and promote sustaina-
bility in governments’ actions. This was already
confirmed by two resolutions of the United
Nations General Assembly in 2011 and 2014".
These two resolutions confirm that SAls can be
an important partner for the UN and for many
international stakeholders when it comes to con-
tributing to strong institutions as well as to trans-
parency and accountability; and the latest devel-
opments have shown that transparent and
accountable institutions are more relevant and
important than ever.

In particular, SAls can promote sustainability in
public finances by making their audit recommen-
dations. The recent crises have highlighted the
importance of ensuring that public systems are
stable and resilient. By assessing whether nation-
al support measures have been effective, sustain-
able and sound, SAls make an essential contribu-
tion to ensuring sustainability in their govern-
ments’ future actions. They also have an
important advisory function when it comes to
making recommendations in order to be able to
respond efficiently to future crises.
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CONTRIBUTION OF SAIs TO THE
ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SDGs
AND SUPPORT OF INTOSAI

Above all, SAls can make an essential contribu-
tion to the success of the 2030 Agenda and the
SDGs through reviewing and monitoring the
implementation of the SDGs by their national
governments. The most important tools that SAls
have in this regard are their audits.

Already since the 2030 Agenda has entered into
force, INTOSAI has launched numerous initiatives
to support SAls in contributing to the achieve-
ment of the SDGs. The commitment has also
been enshrined in the current Strategic Plan of
INTOSAI 2023-2028, which defines to “contrib-
ute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development” as one of its main
organizational priorities for the next years.?

>>



During the first stage after the 2030 Agenda
entered into force, SAls focused on carrying out
the so-called “preparedness audits”. These audits
assessed the national “preparedness” in the
sense of the institutional mechanism that nation-
al governments had established for the SDG
implementation. They were of particular impor-
tance in the first stage of the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda — because to assess the “pre-
paredness” of national governments to imple-
ment the SDGs was a prerequisite for the further
efficient substantial implementation of the SDGs.
In the framework of these audits, SAls could
assume an important advisory function.

INTOSAI supported many SAls around the world
in carrying out these “preparedness audits”. In
total, around 100 SDG preparedness audits® have
revealed that:

e The SDGs can only be adequately imple-
mented if their implementation process is
coordinated among all areas and levels of
governments.

e The SDGs have to be integrated in all areas
and actions of governments. This means that
a comprehensive “whole-of-government”
approach has to be applied.

¢ Coordination with regional and local levels of
national administration and the integration of
various stakeholders, like in particular repre-
sentatives of civil society, are of crucial impor-
tance.

e The SDGs can only be achieved if also neces-
sary budgetary means are available. In this
context, it is necessary to apply an integrated
and overall approach by aligning the SDGs
and the budgetary process.

¢ An effective measurement of progress in the
achievement of the SDGs is only possible if
sound and reliable data are available and an
evaluation mechanism has been estab-
lished.
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In the meantime, the focus of SAls has shifted to
auditing the implementation of specific SDGs or
targets. Also in this context, INTOSAI is support-
ing its member SAls, for example through the
development of an “IDI's SDGs Audit Model” by
the INTOSAI Development Initiative. This model
aims to provide practical guidance for conducting
audits of the implementation of concrete tar-
gets.*

Furthermore, audits can also be efficient tools to
assess the interlinkages, the trade-offs, and the
synergies among the SDGs. And SAls can also
contribute to strengthening the SDG review pro-
cess through their independent analyses of and
contributions to the Voluntary National Reviews.

Additionally, SAls can support the implementa-
tion of the 2030 Agenda through integrating the
SDGs in their ongoing performance audits. The
Austrian Court of Audit is, for example, integrat-
ing the SDG-reference of audits already in the
stage of its audit planning.

Finally, SAls have an important function as role
models ensuring transparency and accountability
in their own operations, including their auditing
and reporting.

>>




ROLE OF THE INTOSAI
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

For exactly 60 years, the Austrian Court of Audit
has now been hosting the General Secretariat of
INTOSAI. During this time, the scope of the tasks
of the General Secretariat has continuously been
extended. In addition to providing administra-
tive support, ensuring regular communication
with and between the members and bodies of
INTOSAI as well as financial management, the
General Secretariat has also become very active
in promoting the implementation of the strate-
gic plans of INTOSAI and their priorities.

In this spirit, to support SAls in their important
role to contribute to the achievement of sustain-
ability and of the SDGs in particular has been one
of the main priorities of the work of the INTOSAI
General Secretariat. Therefore, the INTOSAI Gen-
eral Secretariat has taken on the role of an infor-
mation and coordination hub with regard to SAIs’
and INTOSAI's SDG-related activities. The aim of
this function is to ensure that the many SDG-re-
lated activities within INTOSAI are coordinated
and that the INTOSAI members are being
informed about these activities.

Therefore, the INTOSAI General Secretariat is
providing a graphic overview of the SDG-related
audits of SAls on the INTOSAI website by means
of an “INTOSAI Atlas on SDGs”.° This atlas con-
tains more than 80 published SDG reports from
SAls all over the world as well as several SDG-re-
lated activities of the Regional Organizations.

Since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, the role
of SAls in monitoring the implementation of the
SDGs has also been a central topic at a number of
INTOSAI events. In this regard, INTOSAI and the
General Secretariat have been closely cooperat-
ing with the UN. Since 2015, the UN/INTOSAI
Symposia — these are capacity building events
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which the UN and INTOSAI have been organizing
together for already more than 50 years — have
been dedicated to knowledge sharing among
SAls on the subject of SDG implementation.

Together with the UN, INTOSAI has already organ-
ized several Side Events in the framework of the
UN High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustain-
able Development — in 2016, 2018 and 2022
these events were arranged by the INTOSAI Gen-
eral Secretariat. Also other INTOSAI bodies were
very active in partnering with the UN in this
regard. IDI has for example organized three “SAl
Leadership and Stakeholder Meetings” from
2017 to 2019. Furthermore, INTOSAI has pre-
sented the contributions made by SAls to the
SDGs in the framework of numerous UN events.
Representatives of INTOSAI and the General Sec-
retariat participated for example in the UN HLPF
in 2019 and 2021 as well as in several UN SDG
events, like the SDG 16 conference.

SAls can, however, fulfil these important tasks
only effectively if they are independent. Unfortu-
nately SAls around the world are still experiencing
threats in this regard. The SAI Global Stocktaking
Reports that are being published by IDI at regular
intervals® show that there are still many challeng-
es to be met for INTOSAI and its members. For
this reason, INTOSAI has defined the support of
the independence of SAls as one of its main prior-
ities in its current Strategic Plan 2023—-2028 and
has initiated a number of measures with the aim
to advocate for the independence of SAls.

>>



CONCLUSION

To sum up, SAls contribute to the achievement of
the 2030 Agenda and in particular of SDG 16 in
many ways.

e SAls all around the world contribute to
reviewing the implementation of the SDGs by
their governments.

e With their audits, SAls disclose whether pub-
lic resources are used economically, effi-
ciently and effectively. Thereby, SAls substan-
tially contribute to safeguarding sustainability
by creating the necessary transparency and
holding responsible parties accountable.

¢ SAls contribute to the achievement of the
2030 Agenda and in particular to SDG 16
promoting peace, justice and strong institu-
tions.

INTOSAI has recognized the importance of con-
tributing to the 2030 Agenda and to the preven-
tion of future crises.

During the last years, a lot has already been
achieved in this regard. Thanks to the great com-
mitments of its main bodies and of SAls around
the globe, INTOSAI and its member SAls could
make an essential contribution to the successful
implementation of the SDGs through the national
governments. In addition and beyond the 2030
Agenda, SAls could also essentially contribute to
the effective management and prevention of
future crises in order to guarantee sustainability in
their governments’ actions. Sustainability means
also to ensure the necessary impact of SAls” audit
recommendations around the globe. To this end,
SAls need to be equipped with a robust and com-
prehensive mandate which enables them to carry
out effective follow-up procedures.
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SAIs contribute to the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda
and in particular of SDG 16,
promoting peace, justice and
strong institutions.

Margit Kraker

)

OUTLOOK

INTOSAI’s goal for the coming years is to further
support SAls in their contribution to the achieve-
ment of the SDGs and to sustainability in general.
In order to reach this goal, SAls have to be rele-
vant. They have to be able to carry out their audit
work independently, they have to be able to pub-
lish their recommendations and to carry out fol-
low-up audits in order to measure the impact of
their audit work. Furthermore, SAls have to quick-
ly respond to emerging trends and challenges,
like the use of artificial intelligence. SAls have an
important function as role models in this regard.

Concluding, INTOSAI and the General Secretariat
will continue to support SAls in their important
contribution to the successful achievement of
SDGs as well as to the guarantee of sustainable
public finances and the prevention of crises in
the future —in order to ensure that INTOSAI and
its member SAls will be relevant and create a
substantive impact also in the next 70 years.

>>



INTOSAI
GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Located in Vienna at the Austrian Court of Audit,
the General Secretariat provides strategic and
central administrative support to INTOSAI.

By virtue of their office, the President of the Aus-
trian Court of Audit is the Secretary General of
INTOSAI. The General Secretariat manages INTO-
SAl's finances, monitors compliance with its
hand- books and regulations, maintains the
member database, and hosts the INTOSAI web-
site www.intosai.org.

The General Secretariat facilitates communica-
tion among INTOSAl's members and is the con-
tact point for the UN and other external stake-

holders.
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JORG KANDUTSCH 1964-1980

TASSILO BROSIGKE 1980-1992
FRANZ FIEDLER 1992-2004
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m THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUPREME AUDIT INSTITUTIONS
YEARS INTOSAI TO GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

INITIATIVES OF THE INTOSAI GENERAL SECRETARIAT
TOWARDS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SDGs

¢ Organization of the UN/INTOSAI Symposia
2015, 2017 and 2021 together with
the United Nations

e (Co-)Organization of INTOSAI SDG Side
Events at the United Nations High-Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development
in New York in 2016, 2018, 2022 and 2023

e Active participation in the United Nations
High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable

Development in 2021

e Active participation in the

SDG 16 conferences in 2019 and 2021

e Coordination and information hub

on SDG-related activities within INTOSAI

e Publication on the INTOSAI Atlas

on SDGs on the INTOSAI website:
https://www.intosai.org/system/sdg-atlas
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https://www.idlo.int/SDG16Conference2021

Bruno Dantas

Chairman of the INTOSAI Governing Board
President of the Federal Court of Accounts
of Brazil

The notion of sustainable development first
appeared in the 1980s, stemming from the
report “Our Common Future” drawn by the UN
World Commission on Environment and Devel-
opment. The term was defined as the ability to
meet the needs of the present without compro-
mising the ability of future generations to meet

their own needs.

This notion, although recent, should not be
attributed exclusively to the work of that entity,
but rather to a collective effort, intensified over
the last century, to break with an anthropocen-
tric paradigm that, elevating the human being to
the position of master of nature, established
between the two a relationship of domination
and appropriation for the benefit of human life’.

A considerable number of philosophers argued
that human beings had the right, or even the
obligation, to dominate nature and its resources
to meet their needs and desires. René Descartes,
for example, argued that human knowledge
should be used to “make us masters and posses-
sors of nature”, suggesting that nature was a
machine that could be disassembled and reor-
ganized to meet human needs®. This anthropo-
centric view was shared by many other thinkers,
including Francis Bacon®, John Locke™ and Adam
Smith™.

What, perhaps, these thinkers did not imagine is
that this notion, when meeting the industrializa-
tion and expansion of the rights of freedom in
the 19% and 20™ centuries, would severely con-
tribute to the consolidation of a predatory eco-
nomic mentality that would lead to environmen-
tal problems that today afflict the world and jus-
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tify all the effort that has been dedicated to the
agenda of sustainable development.

Some contemporary philosophers, such as Arne
Naess™ and Aldo Leopold®™, were pioneers in
defending the idea that nature has intrinsic value
and should be preserved and protected, regard-
less of its functional value to humans. This, if well
observed, adds an extra challenge to the current
notion of sustainability, which is situated halfway
between anthropocentrism and biocentrism™,
and although it is enough to break with the past,
it still does not answer all the questions on the
table.

Nevertheless, since the 1980s, the notion of sus-
tainability, essentially environmental, has evolved
to gradually encompass the social and economic
dimensions as well, reflecting the search for a
development that, balancing these three aspects,
could be, at the same time, fair, prosperous and
environmentally responsible. This broadening of
the scope reveals not only that the problems are
more complex than initially assumed, but also
that, in equal measure, common efforts have
been made to discuss and propose solutions that
correspond to their depth.

>>



In 2015, another milestone in this evolution, the
UN launched part of what became widely known
as the 2030 Agenda®™. This initiative comprised a
global action plan shouldered by the leaders of
the 193 countries in response to the greatest
challenges faced by humankind. The SDGs are a
set of 17 ambitious and far-reaching goals and
169 specific and measurable targets to be accom-
plished by 2030. They encompass several areas,
such as poverty eradication, agriculture, health,
education, gender equality, clean energy, water
and sanitation, infrastructure, consumption, pro-
duction, peace, and justice. They express a pur-
suit of economic development that must be
associated with environmental sustainability and
quality of life for all, balancing and integrating
these three dimensions, in a more comprehen-
sive approach that is in line with the ideas advo-
cated, for example, by Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen, professor of economics and philosophy at
Harvard University. He has for some time insisted
that development should not be seen solely in
terms of economic growth, but as a process that
expands people's choices and opportunities, pro-
moting individual freedom and social welfare®.
Despite the obvious challenges, the commitment
made there was “leave no one behind”.




The 2030 Agenda and the SDGs marked the cele-
bration of the 70t anniversary of the UN. Their
scopes are echoed by other international organi-
zations and agencies beyond the pledge made by
signatory nations, transforming them into a truly
global commitment.

As we celebrate INTOSAl's 70" anniversary in
2023, it is a good moment to reflect on the role
that SAls play in this joint effort for sustainable
development.

The relevant part of INTOSAI and the SAls in pro-
moting efficiency, effectiveness, good govern-
ance, and transparency in public administration
has already been established internationally and
has been recognized by the UN" even before the
launch of the new development agenda. Its
importance is reinforced in the specific context of
the Post-2015 agenda’®.

Undoubtedly, the achievement of the SDGs and
their targets depends on the actions of signatory
states in creating and implementing strategies
and public policies directed at their accomplish-
ment. Furthermore, given the complex and inte-
grated nature of the goals and targets, it is
expected that these states will engage in activi-
ties beyond their borders in regional and global
partnerships to fulfil them.

Given their importance in promoting good gov-
ernance parameters, and because of their role in
overseeing and evaluating public policies pro-
posed and executed by the respective national
governments, SAls are, therefore, institutional
cornerstones of oversight in most countries. As
such, they are unquestionably designed to play a
central role in this process.
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Moreover, it is possible to affirm that the role of
SAls can go beyond the specific purposes of each
task. They may act as instruments for the contin-
uous improvement of public administration as a
whole, thus contributing to orienting and reori-
enting the flow of public policy-making.

The responsibility of SAls in implementing the
2030 Agenda stems from the duties attributed to
each national entity. It becomes even more
important when considering that the SDGs do
not constitute a binding commitment to their
parties, but rather a wilful proposal for global
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SAIs are institutional cornerstones
of oversight in most countries,
and as such, unquestionably designed
to play a central role in the process
of achieving the SDGs.

Bruno Dantas
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In addition to ensuring good internal governance

governance.

through the effectiveness, efficacy, transparency,
and accountability of the relevant public policies,
SAls can and should contribute to the promotion
of the 2030 Agenda, acting as drivers of govern-
mental action and thus seeking to ensure that
national governments do their part within the
global partnership for sustainable development.
After all, the very notion of effectiveness allows
for the significant expansion of the scope of
external control, as it encompasses not only the
compliance of assessed policies or measures, but
also the adequacy and conformity of results
achieved regarding society's aspirations that are
embodied in the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda. >>



It is evident that INTOSAI, as the entity responsi-
ble for supporting SAls on their missions, and as
the locus to build and promote the exchange of
knowledge and capabilities for the cooperation
between these institutions, has also committed
to the 2030 Agenda since its onset, bringing for-
ward the matter of sustainable development to
the core of its strategies and operations.

Seizing this momentum, the INCOSAI XXII held
in 2016 in Abu Dhabi confirmed the interest of
SAls in leading activities to monitor and enforce
the SDGs, either by assessing the readiness of
national governments regarding the implemen-
tation of SDGs or by conducting performance
audits in specific SDG contexts. Furthermore, the
recent Rio Declaration, signed in November 2022
during the INCOSAI XXIV, held in the city of Rio de
Janeiro, reaffirmed the institution’s commitment
to meeting the SDGs.

The performance of INTOSAl's development
branch (INTOSAI Development Initiative — IDI)
has been remarkable in the creation of a compre-
hensive training programme for SAls to carry out
audits within the scope of governance and poli-
cies to implement the SDGs, the “Auditing Sus-
tainable Development Goals”, of which more
than 70 audit institutions took part. The initiative
was conducted in partnership with INTOSAl's
Knowledge Sharing Committee (KSC) and the
Division for Public Institutions and Digital Gov-
ernment (DPIDG) of the UN Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs (UNDESA).

In addition to the audits carried out in each coun-
try, INTOSAI has also encouraged coordinated
activities. They allow for the standardization of
evaluation and monitoring parameters and,
hence, provide greater comparability between
the different audited realities, particularly when
carried out in regional contexts.

33

The Coordinated Audit of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, carried out in 2017, is an example of
this type of initiative. It was conducted within the
scope of the Latin American and Caribbean
Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions
(OLACEFS). Under the coordination of the Brazil-
ian Federal Court of Accounts, 11 SAls in the
region took part in the audit. This initiative aimed
to evaluate government readiness to implement
the 2030 Agenda, particularly the sustainable
food production target. The audit was acknowl-
edged by the UN, and its results were shared in
the organization's platform, which showcases
good practices, success stories, and lessons
learned by stakeholders in implementing the
2030 Agenda and SDGs.

Nevertheless, in addition to highlighting this and
several other outstanding works by SAls since the
launch of the Post-2015 Agenda, we must look at
the challenges that are still posed when it comes
to meeting the goals set therein.

According to UN data™, the bold aspirations for
sustainable development defined by the 2030
Agenda are threatened by a dreadful series of
crises and global conflicts, among which the
COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and cli-
mate emergencies across the globe stand out.

The COVID-19 pandemic has cost millions of lives
(both directly and indirectly) and overloaded
healthcare systems around the world, impacting
and threatening progress in the treatment of
other diseases. Moreover, the numbers related
to extreme poverty and famine have risen, super-
seding pre-pandemic levels and imposing a set-
back equivalent to four years’ worth of progress.
Millions of children had access to education sig-
nificantly hindered by the closing of schools and
unequal access to remote learning technologies.
There has been a major decline in economic

activities. >>



The recovery of the global economy has been
feeble and irregular, coupled with concerns
about new variants of the coronavirus, rising
inflation, supply chain disruptions, labour market
pressures, and rising debt in developing coun-
tries. The inequalities between countries deep-
ened because of the imbalance in access to tech-
nologies and mediums to tackle the crisis, includ-
ing vaccines.

The war in Ukraine, in addition to increasing the
number of refugees (mostly women and chil-
dren), has contributed to a significant spike in the
prices of food, fuel, and fertilizers, intensifying
disruptions in supply chains and impacting global
trade and financial markets, clearly affecting
global welfare.

The pandemic and the war have also under-
mined the transition to greener economies. Add-
ed to this context, climate emergencies caused
by heat waves, droughts, and floods intensify and
multiply crises, affecting billions of people around
the world and further contributing to poverty,
famine, and instability.

The various global crises create secondary emer-
gencies and challenges and affect, to some
extent, all the goals and targets established in the
2030 Agenda owing to their integrated and inter-
connected nature.

Therefore, if the Post-2015 Agenda was already
characterized by ambitious goals and targets
since its launch, the current context lays out an
even more challenging future for states and oth-
er international institutions and agencies.

However, the path is set. Interconnected chal-
lenges require equally integrated solutions based
on complete, reliable, and timely data and infor-
mation that allow for the anticipation of future
crises, an increase in responsiveness to crises by
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governments and policymakers, and the design
of the necessary actions to meet the SDGs. Only
if all the stakeholders cooperate, this can be
achieved.

Thus, SAls must be able to take action in this chal-
lenging and shifting environment, strengthening
their role in improving public management when
facing national, regional, and global challenges.

In turn, INTOSAI must continually promote
mutual support, the exchange of knowledge and
information, and the creation of excellence
standards and methodologies. Moreover, given
its wider reach, the institution has the primary
role of amplifying the voices of auditing bodies in
favour of greater responsibility, effectiveness,
transparency, and accountability in this global
effort for sustainable development.

The 2030 Agenda and the SDGs were created for
humankind. Every actor must do his part in this
effort that aims to leave no one behind while
looking ahead at the same time. <




Hesham Badawy

First Vice-Chairman

of the INTOSAI Governing Board
President of the Accountability
State Authority of Egypt

In 2023 we celebrate the 70™ anniversary of
establishing INTOSAI. Under the umbrella of
INTOSAI, the employees of 195 SAls enjoy the
necessary support to improve accountability and
auditing practices.

As INTOSAI plays an important role in ensuring
the achievement of the SDGs. According to Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly resolution issued in
December 2014 (A/69/228), it works on enhanc-
ing the efficiency, effectiveness, accountability
and transparency of public administration, on
good governance and on ensuring basic resourc-
es and services to citizens in a sustainable and
effective manner. INTOSAI also works on improv-
ing the quality of lives by assessing and monitor-
ing government spending, reducing corruption
and extravagance, following up on the perfor-
mance of governments in implementing the
2030 Agenda
readiness, ensuring the integrity of national strat-

— starting with willingness and

egies and monitoring the extent of their imple-
mentation and adherence, in addition to inspect-
ing the indicators and following up on the goal
and target achievement rates in accordance with
the set indicators, through exercising various
types of control, comprehensive auditing and
evaluating integrated institutions, arrangements
and policies using data analysis, risk assessment
and indicators.

Therefore, SAls play a major role in achieving
SDG 16 for building effective, transparent and
accountable institutions, applying governance in
order to provide an appropriate environment to
achieve objectives, promote good practices,

maintain balance between operational and
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developmental responsibilities, in addition to
upkeeping an efficient and effective utilization of

resources.

In the light of INTOSAI’s operational plan, some
frameworks have been put in place that the SAI
of Egypt — the Accountability State Authority
(ASA) — takes into consideration on its tenure as
First Vice-Chairman of the INTOSAI Governing
Board during the period 2023—-2025, and on its
preparation to assume the chairmanship of
INTOSAI during the period 2025-2028. These
frameworks are about how to eradicate poverty
and reduce inequality while taking action to com-
bat climate change.

The world has been exposed to many problems
during the past years, which overburdened socie-
ties —including the COVID-19 pandemic, the inten-
sification of climate change, the escalation of con-
flicts, in addition to the frequent natural disasters
and environmental deterioration, which causes
the destruction of homes, crops, and livelihoods.

Climate change exacerbates the suffering of the
poor due to the lack of clean drinking water, dan-
gerous working conditions and the absence of
safe housing, as well as the lack of food security

as a result of low crop yields. >>



Climate change is expected to cause, from 2030
to 2050, about 250,000 death cases annually due
to malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and heat
stress. More than 930 million people (about 12%
of the world's population) spend at least 10% of
their household budget to cover healthcare
costs. Since most of the poorest people do not
benefit from any medical insurance, health
shocks and stresses will push about 100 million
people into poverty annually, with this trend
being exacerbated by the impact of climate
change. The direct costs of health damage are
estimated to be between $2 and $4 billion/year
by 2030 (excluding costs in health-specific sec-
tors such as agriculture, water and sanitation). It
is expected that most developing countries with-
out solid health infrastructure will suffer in cop-
ing and dealing with these disasters unless pro-
vided with external aid.

Climate change is also a strong driver of internal
migration due to its impacts on people's liveli-
hoods and the impossibility of living in some
regions that are highly vulnerable to climate
change risks. It is expected that by 2030 this
problem might force around 216 million people
in six different regions of the world to move with-
in the borders of their countries. The problem of
external migration will continue to spread and
aggravate by 2050 due to increasing water scarci-
ty, declining crop productivity, erosion of coastal
cities, rising sea levels, and the impact of these
problems on various sectors such as agriculture,
fishing, energy sources and water resources. This
will have huge effects on the biodiversity of
marine organisms, decrease port work and trade
and have other repercussions.

Accordingly, these impacts may harm the social
rights of some groups, and with it the social cost
of human capital development may increase.
This is in addition to social disparity and inequal-
ity within the society itself.
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Despite the commitment laid down in the 2030
Agenda as well as in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights to eradicate poverty, protect the
planet, and ensure peace and prosperity every-
where, current reality shows that 1.3 billion peo-
ple are still living in extreme poverty.

As SDG 1 includes ending poverty in all its forms
everywhere, several steps are to be implement-
ed by 2030:

e Developing appropriate social protection
systems, measures and strategies as well as
achieving substantial health coverage for
the poor and vulnerable in order to increase
their resilience and coping capacity.

e Ensuring that all men and women, especially
the poor and vulnerable, have equal rights to
economic resources, as well as to basic ser-
vices. This means that more commitments
are required from governments to achieve
the 2030 Agenda namely by

- providing protection from the negative
effects of climate change,

- providing social protection and equality to
eradicate poverty for weak, marginalized
and vulnerable groups, such as women, chil-
dren, the elderly, refugees and the poor,

- and improving their ability to adapt. >>
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The role of the INTOSAI community in these cir-
cumstances is to follow up and audit the activities
of countries by evaluating feasibility and environ-
mental impact studies and policies to assess the
implementation of the SDGs and their various tar-
gets according to the following indicators:

e auditing mitigation and adaptation proce-
dures used to reduce emissions and provide
international financing based on environmen-
tal conventions, treaties, and the United
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27)
agreements, e.g. by establishing the Loss and
Damage Fund

e enhancing SAls’ readiness to ascertain factors
for internal migration due to climate change,
assessing the coping repercussions and poli-
cies for each stage of internal migration due
to climate change, and directing governments
to devise appropriate solutions

e enhancing regional and international cooper-
ation among countries for investment in and
transformation to green technology

e innovation and scientific research: checking
the possibility of using artificial intelligence
(Al) tools in disaster early warning systems to
save lives, property and health, and in
expanding waste recycling activities

e education and training procedures to audit
the implementation of health emergency
plans that deal with various climatic effects to
prepare for and address the effects of climate
change and environmental disasters on
health in order to achieve SDG 13

e auditing social protection programmes for the
poorest and most vulnerable groups as a result
of the effects of climate change, including:

- auditing procedures and policies to protect
vulnerable groups, such as women, children,
the elderly, refugees and the poor, to provide
protection from the negative effects of
climate change, to improve their ability to
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adapt and to increase financial allocations to
reduce the rate of social disparity

- demanding economic empowerment from
governments to provide green jobs within the
field of renewable energy and social housing,
to provide alternative houses for cases of
forced migration as a result of climate change,
and to provide health support

- compensating groups suffering from climate
change, such as farmers and immigrants from
coastal areas, in addition to following up on
national and international financial support
contributions, as well as issuance of green
and blue bonds

- auditing food security procedures, which
include measures to improve access to food,
reduce hunger, promote sustainable food
production that is resistant to climate change,
develop agricultural breeds, especially those
affected by climate change, reduce food
prices and provide stocks needed

- auditing measures to enhance financial inclu-
sion, e.g. banking and financial services
provided to the poorest groups and to those
suffering most from inequality, as well as the
provision of subsidized loans and measures to
support defaulters

In this regard, the ASA — within its commitment
towards an effective contribution to building
transparency, efficiency, effectiveness and
accountability — proposes launching some initia-
tives towards activating control aspects that
might be added to the implementation of the

2030 Agenda (SDG 16.6):

¢ launching a digital platform entitled “Environ-
mental Initiatives and Support” to ensure
effective documentation and monitoring initi-
atives implemented by governments, stake-
holders and the private sector on ground,
which constitutes a supportive environment



that enhances their activities and efforts in
achieving the SDGs

e enhancing cooperation and participation
among SAls at the international and regional
levels, supporting cooperative audit opera-
tions and joint training programmes to
exchange experiences, expertise, knowledge
and good practices in SDG audits

e activating the environmental role and con-
tributing to achieving SDG 13, which
addresses the climate change phenomenon,
and working to evaluate government policies
towards environmental control and renewa-
ble energy usage to reduce the consumptions
of traditional energy sources and fossil fuels,
and ensure green employment to promote
justice, equality and inclusiveness between
and among people

e integrating Al applications to facilitate con-
trol work and to elevate its quality.

Finally, our current direction towards the 2030
Agenda as regards the SDGs and environmental
protection can generally be defined as follows:

e monitoring and auditing the progress in
achieving the SDGs

e ensuring that SAls’ strategic plans have clear
SDG-related audit objectives, and carrying
out necessary organizational restructuring
measures if needed

e updating standards and guides of INTOSAI to
keep pace with carbon neutrality and the pro-
tection of biodiversity

e forming working groups to identify and study
challenges and opportunities facing SAls to
audit the achievement of the SDGs, and to
develop quick and appropriate solutions

e carrying out specialized audit programmes to
evaluate biodiversity and land protection pol-
icies in the light of various international
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agreements and the recommendations of the
COP15 conference

encouraging interactions through competi-
tions and articles, exchanging reports and
experiences on controlling green hydrogen as
the future fuel, and exchanging carbon certif-
icates to encourage access to carbon neutral-
ity

increasing citizens” awareness by preparing a
guidance that includes a summary of audit
findings

establishing an electronic portal for monitor-
ing the SDGs

monitoring and auditing the transparency and
credibility of the information system adopted
by governments to audit and measure the
extent of progress in achieving the SDGs
expanding SAls’ partnerships with other inter-
national organizations and initiatives to sup-
port their role in auditing the SDGs under the
slogan “Involvement of multiple stakeholders”
training auditors to make use of Al tools in the
blue and green economy in addition to audit-
ing financing activities related to them; issu-
ance of green and blue bonds and following
up the issuance of carbon certificates to
reduce global warming gas emissions

setting an example by encouraging sustaina-
ble procurement, waste reduction and the
use of sustainable energy

following up on the provision of local and
international funds to implement mitigation
and adaptation measures in accordance with
the Paris Agreement. <
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The role of the INTOSAI community
is to follow up and audit the activities
of countries by evaluating feasibility
and environmental impact studies
and policies to assess
the implementation of the SDGs.

Hesham Badawy
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LEVERAGING THE ROLE
OF SAls IN ACHIEVING
THE SDGs

Li Junhua
United Nations Under-Secretary-General
for Economic and Social Affairs

INTRODUCTION

In 2015, UN Member States adopted the highly
ambitious 2030 Agenda, with 17 SDGs and 169
targets aimed at bettering nearly all aspects of
the human social and economic condition, and at
improving and protecting the health of planet
Earth. The 2030 Agenda was intended as a com-
pass for policy action at all levels, and by all stake-
holders, to advance progress towards sustainable
development. But a compass can only direct our
path if we choose to follow where it leads.

By 2019, the year of the first global review of pro-
gress on SDG implementation at the UN General
Assembly, the world was already off track. There
had been some progress in key measures of
human well-being, but so much more remained
slow, stalled or headed in the wrong direction.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the extraordinary
disruptions it caused made our endeavour yet
harder, and the current crises facing the global
community have created even stronger head-
winds in our pursuit of sustainable development
for all.

Now, in 2023, at the mid-point of our journey to
2030, we must correct course. We must fully
align with the transformative underpinnings of
the 2030 Agenda.
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In September 2023, world leaders gathered at

the SDG Summit for the second global review of
progress towards the SDGs. With the promise of
shared prosperity on a healthy planet hanging in
the balance, the 2023 SDG Summit must be an
inflexion point. It must rally countries and stake-
holders to take decisive action to accelerate pro-
gress towards the vision of the 2030 Agenda. This
is not an easy task. In a global context mired in
multiple challenges and risks, achieving the SDGs
will require commitment from all sectors to act in
the interest of collective transformation. Effec-
tive, transparent and accountable public institu-
tions at the national level will form a central pillar.

SAls, as highest external audit bodies, have a crit-
ical role to play in supporting effective public
institutions and strengthening public trust in gov-
ernment. In this pivotal year there is scope to
identify opportunities for SAls to play an even
bigger role in driving forward implementation of
the sustainable development agenda, in the sev-
en years that remain until 2030.

>>



EMBRACING THE CHANGE:
THE ROLE OF SAls IN ADVANCING
THE 2030 AGENDA SINCE 2015

Since 2015, INTOSAI and SAls have embraced the
SDGs and invested massively in supporting imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda. INTOSAI has
highlighted the SDGs as a top priority in two suc-
cessive 5-year Strategic Plans, 2017-2022 and
2023-2028.%° The organization also developed a
guidance (ISSAI 5130) on the development and
auditing of country-level sustainable develop-
ment strategies, creating an enabling framework

for SAls to support national efforts.

This unambiguous support fostered a flurry of
initiatives across the SAl community, often sup-
ported by INTOSAI's capacity development arm,
the INTOSAI Development Initiative (IDI). SAl
groupings started to design methodologies and
tools to conduct audits of implementation of
specific SDGs and targets, sometimes in a coordi-
nated manner across SAls. The range of SDGs
that have been covered has kept increasing, and
includesSDGs 1, 2, 3,5, 12,13, 14 and 15, among
others. Strong ownership of SDGs by SAls also
added new dimensions to their work, which had
not been the traditional focus, such as “leaving
no one behind”. The comparability of the SDGs’
targets and indicators also enabled audits and
assessments at the regional level, spurring great-

er exchange of knowledge and practice among
SAls.
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The comparability of the Goals’ targets
and indicators also enabled audits
and assessments at the regional level,
spurring greater exchange of knowledge
and practice among SAIs.

Li Junhua
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In some countries, the involvement of SAls in
SDG matters contributed to SDGs being more
systematically linked with national plans, strate-
gies, resource allocation, and performance and
monitoring systems. UNDESA had the privilege of
collaborating with the INTOSAI Development Ini-
tiative in its global audit of governments’ prepar-
edness to implement the SDGs. Conducted in 73
countries, this work identified constraints and
barriers to policy integration, a critical dimension
of the 2030 Agenda. Several of these audits had
tangible impacts, leading governments to adjust
their institutional mechanisms to implement the
SDGs.

Together, the actions of INTOSAI and the SAl
community have contributed to strengthening
national SDG follow-up and review systems and
fostered greater government accountability in
national efforts to implement the SDGs.

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2030:
LEVERAGING THE ROLE OF SAls

The year 2023 represents a critical juncture for
the SAl community. Effectively leveraging the role
of SAls in advancing the 2030 Agenda over the
next seven years will require that some vital pre-
conditions are met. First, we must ensure that
SAls are institutionally and functionally inde-



pendent and well-resourced. Second, SAls should
continue to invest in building and strengthening
their capacities, including at the strategic-plan-
ning level. It will also be important to ensure that
young auditors have opportunities to build their
skills and to engage in SDG-related work. Third,
for SAls to continue to make a difference in
advancing the SDGs, they will need to work with
other accountability stakeholders to strengthen
the impact of audit work by improving the time-
liness, relevance of and follow-up to audit recom-
mendations.

With these preconditions met, there are several
opportunities for SAls and the broader INTOSAI
community to leverage ongoing work and experi-
ence to advance sustainable development. These
include expanding the range of SDG goals and
targets that they audit and evaluate, crystalizing
a focus on SDG 16, strengthening contributions
to SDG review processes, strengthening core
functions such as budget oversight, and explor-
ing new avenues for action across new and
expanding areas of government responsibility,
including climate action and digital transforma-
tion.

EXPANDING SDG AUDIT EXPERTISE

The current focus of SAls on issues such as cli-
mate change, poverty, gender and inclusiveness,
social protection and health, constitutes an
expanding portfolio of significant SDG topics. SAls
can broaden ongoing efforts to develop and
refine specific methods and audit tools relevant
to the SDGs. SAls can draw on the long-term
national priorities and objectives in each country,
as well as the relevance and potential impact of
external audits on key sustainable development
challenges as criteria for the selection of audit
topics. Existing and successful tools, such as coor-
dinated audits, can help enhance SAls’ capacities
and facilitate the identification and aggregation
of audit results beyond the national level, there-
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by boosting the impact of audit work. Moreover,
the development of rapid assessment methodol-
ogies related to the SDGs can help improve the
timeliness of results and inform further audit
work.

CRYSTALIZING A FOCUS ON SDG 16

SAls can contribute to evaluating national-level
progress in reaching the targets of SDG 16 relat-
ed to institutional dimensions such as transpar-
ency, access to information, accountability, effec-
tiveness, anti-corruption and inclusion. This is an
area where SAls have strong expertise, credibility
and legitimacy. The need and potential for this
focus was made apparent in the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic, when SAls had to address
various SDG 16 issues, including budget transpar-
ency and accountability, accountability for public
service delivery, the effectiveness of anti-corrup-
tion systems and institutional arrangements,
government preparedness for crises, integrated
policymaking, and the impacts of digital govern-
ment on the relations between citizens and the
state. By building on lessons learned in these
areas, SAls can help support more resilient and
effective governance and institutions in the
future.

>>

PEACE, JUSTIGE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS




CONTRIBUTIONS TO SDG FOLLOW-UP

AND REVIEW PROCESSES

SAls should continue to strengthen their capaci-
ties to contribute to the SDG follow-up and
review process at different levels. There is a clear
need for more independent assessments and
evaluations of SDG implementation efforts. Giv-
en their mandates, SAls are in a unique position
to provide evidence-based inputs and insights
and to make recommendations to help acceler-
ate SDG implementation. Strengthening dialogue
and engagement with stakeholders, including
government entities, around SDG follow-up and
review is essential to leverage these contribu-
tions.

DEEPENING WORK ON BUDGET OVERSIGHT
Checking and reporting on the legality and accu-
racy of public accounts, on budget execution and
on the credibility and reliability of budgets can be
instrumental in governments delivering on the
SDGs. There are opportunities for advancing and
institutionalizing budget oversight work within
INTOSAI, e.g. developing specific guidance and
support for SAls and promoting further work in
this area. There are also opportunities for SAls to
continue to strengthen their capacities and
methodologies on budgetary and fiscal issues,
including work to further engage with stakehold-
ers around budget evaluation and oversight.

EXPLORING NEW AVENUES FOR ACTION

Finally, as the INTOSAI community collectively
reflects on past achievements as a springboard
into the future, it would be important for SAls to
explore and develop their capacity to promote
the accountability of governments on new and
emerging policy areas. Clear opportunities
include exploring the capacity of SAls to assess
intergenerational issues, to address the interlink-
ages between critical challenges such as climate
change and equality, or to evaluate the complex
relationships between artificial intelligence and
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transparency, privacy and non-discrimination. As
we seek to promote just transitions in energy,
food systems and technology access in a rapidly
shifting digital landscape, there are a wide range
of sustainable development topics that can ben-
efit from the attention and invaluable contribu-
tion of the INTOSAI and SAl communities.

CONCLUSION:
INFORMING THE WAY FORWARD

The year 2023 is a pivotal moment for the inter-
national community. It is a key moment to rally
the commitment needed to step up the imple-
mentation of the SDGs. The Secretary-General of
the United Nations has issued a challenge to
word leaders in the lead up to the SDG Summit.
He has called on heads of state and government
to come together around a Rescue Plan for Peo-
ple and Planet, built around fairer development
financing, concrete and ambitious national com-
mitments to SDG transformation with measura-
ble benchmarks, and the strengthening of public
trust. The work done by SAls can help inform the
way forward and hold national governments to
the task in the follow-up to commitments made.

Through INTOSAI's long-standing collaboration
with the UN, and its active presence in intergov-
ernmental processes, the SAl community can fur-
ther contribute to the evaluation and oversight
of SDG implementation. By continuing to engage
in SDG implementation, follow-up and review,
SAls can help strengthen national ownership of
the SDGs and ensure accountability of govern-
ments to their constituents on their national
commitments. SAls and INTOSAI will continue to
be critical pillars in the efforts to transform our
world, as they support the much-needed rejuve-
nation and capacity development of public sec-
tor institutions. |



FOSTERING INTEGRITY,
TRANSPARENCY
AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Ghada Fathi Waly

Executive Director

of the United Nations Office on Drugs
Crime Director General

of the United Nations Office at Vienna

Fighting corruption is essential to achieving sus-
tainable development, and SAls have a key role
to play as watchdogs of integrity, transparency
and accountability in public finance manage-
ment. But they can also contribute in other ways.
States should ensure that SAls are independent,
invested with appropriate authority and provided
with adequate support. SAls and the INTOSAI
network are important partners for the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in
supporting states to prevent corruption and end
impunity around the globe.

THE 2030 AGENDA
AND CORRUPTION

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
offers a bold and inclusive vision and a compre-
hensive plan of action to achieve a peaceful, pros-
perous world where no one is left behind. The
Agenda’s 17 SDGs balance the economic, social
and environmental aspects of sustainable devel-
opment, and are firmly grounded in universal

respect for the rule of law and human rights.

Today, our prospects for realizing this vision are in
jeopardy. The COVID-19 pandemic, conflicts and
economic crises, and the growing damage
caused by climate change are all undermining
progress towards the SDGs, and corruption feeds
on and fuels these threats.
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As a result, millions of people across the globe

continue to endure poverty, violence, discrimina-

tion and exclusion.

Corruption poses a cross-cutting challenge to sus-
tainable development. It diverts public resources
from essential services, distorts markets, exacer-
bates poverty, increases inequality and creates a
chain of distrust and ineffectiveness by undermin-
ing public confidence in government and the rule
of law. While women are disproportionately
affected by certain forms of corruption, it is poor,
marginalized and vulnerable people who suffer
the most.

But the destructive impact of corruption goes
beyond its immediate harmful effects. Corruption
facilitates illicit activities that undermine security,
plunder resources and deepen environmental
damage, and it can hinder responses to global cri-
ses, as we have seen during the pandemic. It can
also forge dangerous links between government
and legitimate businesses and criminal networks,
facilitating organized crime and terrorism. Corrup-
tion thrives amidst crises, and it can also be a driv-
er of instability and conflict. By sharpening inequi-



ties and undermining the effectiveness and legiti-
macy of public institutions, corruption weakens
the capacity of states to protect their citizens and
increases the risk of conflict and violence.

For all these reasons, fighting corruption is an
integral element of the 2030 Agenda, highlighted
in SDG 16 on peace, justice and strong institu-
tions, which is a key enabler for many of the oth-
er SDGs. At its heart, SDG 16 is grounded on trust
— trust in the fundamental principle of equality
before the law and that everyone has access to
justice; trust that our governments and public
institutions are working to help and protect us,
and that they work for everybody.

THE KEY ROLE OF SAls
IN FIGHTING CORRUPTION

As Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu
has noted, “Without strong watchdog institu-
tions, impunity becomes the very foundation
upon which systems of corruption are built. And
if impunity is not demolished, all efforts to bring

an end to corruption are in vain.”

As champions of integrity, transparency and
accountability, SAls can play an important role in
fighting corruption and impunity and in advancing
sustainable development. This is recognized in the
UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC),
adopted by the General Assembly in 2003, which
requires States Parties to establish proper
accounting, auditing and oversight standards to
promote transparency and accountability in the
management of public finances.

Fighting corruption requires a comprehensive and
inclusive response and cooperation at the nation-
al, regional and international levels. The UNCAC is
the only legally binding, universal anti-corruption
instrument. It provides a globally accepted blue-
print for tackling corruption by strengthening
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integrity, transparency and accountability and
ending impunity. As the guardian of UNCAC, the
UNODC assists the 189 States Parties to develop
the capacities needed to implement the Conven-
tion, and to benefit from the Convention’s review
mechanism, which helps to identify and address
gaps in implementation, highlighting good prac-
tices as well as technical assistance needs.
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As champions of integrity, transparency
and accountability, SAIs can play
an important role in fighting corruption
and impunity and in advancing
sustainable developments.

Ghada Fathi Waly

)

In its 2019 Abu Dhabi Declaration, the Confer-
ence of the States Parties to UNCAC expressly
recognized the key role of SAls in fighting corrup-
tion and the importance of strengthening their
collaboration with anti-corruption bodies. The
2021 Special Session of the UN General Assembly
against corruption reiterated this point when it
adopted a political declaration highlighting the
importance of cooperation between SAls and
anti-corruption authorities, police, investigative,
prosecutorial and judicial authorities and finan-

cial intelligence units.

The mission of SAls goes well beyond their often
constitutionally mandated oversight functions of
the public budget and government accounts.
Their work can extend to the assessment of
national development policies and plans and the
fulfilment of international obligations, particular-
ly those relating to the SDGs. For example, SAls
can assess the effectiveness of governments’



gender equality commitments (the focus of
SDG 5) when planning and reviewing relevant
policies and auditing public spending to promote
greater inclusiveness. UNODC research shows
that diversity dissolves networks and environ-
ments that facilitate corruption, and as a result,
inclusive societies are less corrupt.

In preventing and tackling corruption, SAls can be
directly involved in the design, implementation
and monitoring of national anti-corruption strat-
egies. Indeed, audit findings can help inform
these strategies. SAls and anti-corruption bodies
can work together to integrate external audit and
corruption risk management processes with
audit findings, providing a treasure trove of infor-
mation for anti-corruption bodies. Both authori-
ties can support corruption risk management
strategies and the monitoring of their implemen-
tation. Finally, SAls can contribute their insights
to corruption investigations by providing audit
findings as evidence and by serving as experts in
criminal prosecutions.

The COVID-19 pandemic and other recent crises
have underscored that both national and global
crisis response and recovery efforts can only suc-
ceed if they address the risks of corruption in a
comprehensive and coordinated manner. In
2021, the Conference of the States Parties to
UNCAC called on states in the Sharm el-Sheikh
Declaration to establish or strengthen internal
audit systems to monitor emergency relief and
help prevent corruption in crisis response and
recovery. This is another area where SAls could
make a valuable contribution. >>




UNODC COOPERATION WITH SAls
AND SUPPORT FOR MEMBER STATES
IN COUNTERING CORRUPTION

UNODC works closely with national SAls, regional
SAl organizations and INTOSAI to support states’
efforts to prevent and counter corruption. In line
with SDG 16, UNODC focuses on strengthening
institutions in order to enable more effective
responses, building on our unique strengths in
research, normative work and technical assis-
tance delivered through our global network of
field offices. All our efforts support the 2030
Agenda and aim towards building inclusive, equi-
table and just societies that are resilient to cur-
rent threats and well prepared to meet future
challenges.

The centrepiece of our work with INTOSAI is our
Abu Dhabi Declaration Programme, established
in 2021, which aims to strengthen the functions
of SAls and enhance their cooperation with spe-
cialized anti-corruption agencies. One fruit of our
collaboration with INTOSAI is a practical guide on
enhancing cooperation between SAls and
anti-corruption bodies released in 2022 and a
series of regional workshops on how to put the
guide’s recommendations into practice.

As part of UNODC's efforts to fast-track UNCAC
implementation, we have created seven regional
anti-corruption platforms where states can work
together to identify shared challenges and priori-
ties and develop regional roadmaps for imple-
mentation. In 2022, we launched the first regional
anti-corruption hub in Mexico to help us better
tailor our support to needs on the ground in Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean. Two more region-
al hubs are being set up in Kenya for Africa and in
Colombia to cover the Southern Cone of Latin
America, and more are foreseen in the near
future. We are creating a global network of repos-
itories of anti-corruption expertise and good prac-
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tices in UNCAC implementation that can promote
interregional and South-South cooperation and
greater collaboration with INTOSAI's regional
organizations. UNODC also facilitates cross-bor-
der cooperation in the fight against corruption by
supporting the GlobE Network for anti-corruption
law enforcement authorities and the joint
UNODC-World Bank Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR)
initiative. Our Global Resource for Anti-Corrup-
tion Education and Youth Empowerment (GRACE)
initiative helps Member States educate children
and young people about integrity and ethics in
order to build resilience against corruption and
promote respect for the rule of law. And through
our research and the creation of a methodology
for conducting national corruption surveys, we
explore different facets of corruption, helping
states to identify patterns and trends, such as the
gender dimensions of corruption, which can
inform the work of SAls.

LOOKING AHEAD

Strong and effective SAls can make an important
contribution to achieving the 2030 Agenda. As
bastions against corruption, SAls need to be
empowered, independent and provided with
adequate resources. Networks like INTOSAI can
help build their capacities by sharing knowledge,
expertise, experience and good practices. UNO-
DC is pleased to partner with both national SAls
and INTOSAI in the fight against corruption, and
we look forward to deepening our cooperation in
the years to come.

In December 2023, the Conference of the States
Parties will mark the 20%™ anniversary of the
UNCAC. This is an opportune moment for SAls to
increase their engagement with the Conference
of the States Parties and the UNCAC processes,
and to showcase the important role of SAls in
fighting corruption and supporting effective
implementation of the SDGs. <



PARLIAMENTS AND SAls
WORKING TOGETHER TO
IMPLEMENT SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Martin Chungong
Secretary General of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union

Having embraced the 2030 Agenda for Sustaina-
ble Development and attendant SDGs from the
very beginning, the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) has since worked to integrate the SDGs in
its strategies, ensuring that all work is consistent
with or directly supportive of the Goals. Through
the IPU 2022-2026 Strategy, the IPU Member
Parliaments have reiterated their political com-
mitment to sustainable development and have
collectively decided that action towards the
overall achievement of the SDGs should be pri-
oritized.

According to the latest report of the United
Nations Secretary-General “Progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals: Towards a Res-
cue Plan for People and Planet”, the SDGs are
badly off track. Despite the setbacks, valuable
opportunities exist to accelerate progress by
mobilizing all actors, including parliaments. The
IPU proposes to help bridge the current gap by
continuing to enhance the capacity of parlia-
ments to play their part in SDG implementation.
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To this end, the IPU approach seeks to help par-

liaments institutionalize the SDGs as an indivisi-
ble framework; at the same time, it pursues spe-
cific actions to support those goals that are most
relevant to the work of the IPU or where the IPU
has a comparative advantage, such as SDG 3 on
health, SDG 5 on gender equality, SDG 13 on cli-
mate change, SDG 16 on governance, and SDG 17
on means of implementation (development
cooperation). The IPU’s work also focuses on
some of the other key issues, such as hunger and
poverty.

In terms of human rights, the 2030 Agenda is
firmly grounded in international human rights
standards and aspires to realize human rights for
all by emphasizing the principles of equality,
non-discrimination, and inclusion. Several SDG
targets explicitly mirror the content of corre-
sponding human rights, while many of the SDGs
relate closely to economic, social, and cultural as
well as civil and political rights. For instance,
SDG 16 on peaceful and inclusive societies covers
many dimensions of civil and political rights,
including personal security, access to justice, and



fundamental freedoms. This is important too
because the existing human rights framework
comprises international and regional conven-
tions which have created binding obligations for
States Parties. Dedicated human rights mecha-
nisms oversee implementation of these conven-
tions and can help see to it that everyone’s
human rights are respected in reality.

In close partnership with the UN, in particular the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the UN Human Rights Council, as well as
key human rights treaty monitoring bodies, the
IPU fosters strong parliamentary input and fol-
low-up to the UN Human Rights Council’s Univer-
sal Periodic Review and the periodic review of
country situations by the Committee on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women. The IPU also encourages parliaments to
be involved in the work of the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child. Parliaments can play a
crucial role in promoting and protecting people’s
human rights by ratifying UN human rights trea-
ties and ensuring that they are effectively imple-
mented. The IPU is strongly committed to mobi-
lizing, strengthening, informing and encouraging
Member Parliaments so they can act and make a
difference in the life of all. >>




The IPU also works to convert the collective voice
of the parliamentary community into national
and international action. Through its global and
regional events parliaments have shown their
political commitment to contribute to the imple-
mentation of the SDGs. At the 132" [PU Assembly,
Member Parliaments adopted the Hanoi Declara-
tion “The Sustainable Development Goals: Turn-
ing Words into Action” and at the 2021 Global
Parliamentary Meeting on Achieving the SDGs,
they recommitted to doing their utmost to
achieve the SDGs. Various are the resolutions
related to the SDGs that have been adopted by
the IPU Member Parliaments throughout the
years, for example: Parliamentary efforts in
achieving negative carbon emission balances of
forests (146%™ IPU Assembly, 2023); Nusa Dua
Declaration Getting to zero: Mobilizing parlia-
ments to act on climate change (144™ IPU Assem-
bly, 2022); Mainstreaming digitalization and the
circular economy to achieve the SDGs, particular-
ly responsible consumption and production
(142 IPU Assembly, 2021).
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IPU is strongly committed to mobilizing,
strengthening, informing and
encouraging Member Parliaments

so they can act and make the difference
in the life of all.

Martin Chungong
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The IPU urges parliaments to implement IPU res-
olutions, declarations as well as outcome docu-
ments at national level, and offers them support
— also in collaboration with its close partners
such as the World Health Organization, the Office
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
and the UN Development Programme — to
enhance the technical knowledge and capacities
of parliamentarians and parliamentary staff,
through tailored capacity building activities on
the SDGs as a whole but also on specific Goals
(e.g. health, climate, gender equality) and their
interlinkages.

Political will is crucial but must be complemented
by other essential factors such as: technical skills,
coordinated actions and policy coherence. Parlia-
ments should have the right institutional, legal,
technical, and policymaking capacities and tools
to perform their legislative, oversight, budgetary
and representative duties with regard to the
SDGs making sure that no one is left behind. To
ensure that they are “fit for purpose” to deliver
on the SDGs, the IPU provides parliaments with
specific support to:

1. identify a tailored and sustainable strategy
to enhance their work on SDGs;

2. build and/or enhance their knowledge and
technical capacities to effectively main-
stream the SDGs into their core functions,
understand the interlinkages that exist
among the SDGs, their potential spillovers
and trade-off;

3. strengthen communication with govern-
ments and relevant stakeholders to ensure a
coherent and coordinated approach.

>>



Furthermore, the IPU provides platforms through
which parliaments can exchange, showcase their
SDG parliamentary practices, learn from each
other, discuss common concerns, and together
identify possible ways to enhance work and col-
laboration in this area.

In terms of implementing the 2030 Agenda, par-
liaments and legislators have a vital role, includ-
ing — by debating and shaping national legisla-
tion, scrutinizing government action and perfor-
mance — to ensure that national and
international commitments are fulfilled, and by
channeling the views and concerns of the people
parliament represents to the executive. Robust
scrutiny and oversight of development expendi-
ture is a key component of parliament’s role,
helping to ensure that such expenditure is target-
ed, transparent, efficient and above all, effective.

To that end, SAls are an important part of a
nation’s public accountability framework since
they provide assurance and information to parlia-
ment about the reliability of financial reports, the
use of public resources, and government perfor-
mance. In addition, the SDGs and the Paris Agree-
ment — the first binding, universal agreement on
combating climate change — must be a focus of
parliamentary oversight and audit work on cli-

mate-related performance and expenditure.

Parliaments and SAls can therefore benefit from
being responsive to the needs of the other.
Increased SAl parliamentary interactions can
improve SAl relevance to parliament, leading to
greater audit impact and accountability.
Improved interactions with parliament and the
opening of committee discussions on audit
reports to the media can create significant
impact, in terms of letting officials of public enti-
ties know that they will be held accountable in
the use of public resources. While creating spac-
es for parliament and SAls to work better togeth-
er, itis important to underline that the autonomy
of each of the institutions is imperative to ensure
independent operations and the credibility of the
work. <
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CONGRATULATIONS
BY MEMBERS

OF THE AUSTRIAN
GOVERNMENT

Karoline Edtstadler
Austrian Federal Minister
for the EU and Constitution

Against the backdrop of numerous global chal-
lenges, focused action for a peaceful and sustain-
able world is no longer an option but a necessity.
As Minister for the EU and Constitution and also
in charge of coordinating the 2030 Agenda at the
federal level in Austria, | am deeply convinced
that the 17 SDGs remain the compass for build-
ing resilience to master future challenges.

Especially in times of crisis, it is crucial to adhere
to multilateralism to successfully overcome chal-
lenges, implement the 2030 Agenda together
and thus ensure peace, justice and equality for all.
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On our way towards 2030 we need to continue
our success stories leveraging strong existing
partnerships. Austria, for example, keeps a con-
tinuous dialogue with stakeholders, including civ-
il society. Partnerships (SDG 17) are vital and the
impetus for success: By sharing best practices
amongst stakeholders and countries, we can
learn from each other and discover innovations.

PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

Austria will present its second Voluntary National
Review at the High-Level Political Forum on Sus-
tainable Development in July 2024 and prepara-
tions along a participative, inclusive and trans-
parent path have already started.

In April 2023, to showcase concrete steps of
implementation from 2020 to 2022, Austria
issued a comprehensive report illustrating pro-
gress and good practice examples at federal and
regional levels. With this, we underline our con-
tinuous commitment to the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda. The report is a response to the
Austrian Court of Audit’s review and thus a per-
fect example of the important role of Supreme
Audit Institutions in keeping sustainable develop-
ment on the agenda of governments.

Congratulations to INTOSAI on its 70*" anniversa-
ry and to 70 more sustainable years! <«



Leonore Gewessler

Austrian Federal Minister

for Climate Action, Environment, Energy,
Mobility, Innovation and Technology

SAls are key players for ensuring accountability
and transparency in the use of public funds. In
this role, they are crucial in Austria as well as on
the international level for advancing the SDGs
through good governance and impartial over-
sight. SAls strengthen sustainable development
efforts as a whole by advancing SDG 16 (promote
just, peaceful and inclusive societies) in particular
and the 2030 Agenda in general.

As we face the triple planetary crisis of climate
breakdown, biodiversity loss and pollution, it is of
utmost importance that public funds are used
effectively and efficiently towards providing tan-
gible measures and practical solutions. Through
their auditing functions, SAls help to identify inef-
ficiencies, gaps, and weaknesses in policies, pro-
grammes, and projects related to climate action
and environmental protection. As institutions,
their work is therefore integral to improve policy
decisions and ensure that resources are allocated
to maximize impact on sustainable development.

Beyond this, the green transition of our societies
requires strong institutions. SAls such as the Aus-
trian Court of Audit are of great importance in
this ambitious, yet necessary endeavour. Their
tireless work and institutional integrity are essen-
tial in upholding the trust of citizens in democrat-
ic systems. To achieve the transformative chang-
es required to overcome the great challenges of
our time we need trust and the transparency
that SAls provide. | therefore want to thank
INTOSAI sincerely for its efforts over the last 70
years, congratulate the organization on its anni-
versary and wish the best of luck for the coming
years. <
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Working Groups

e WGPD | Public Debt

o WGITA | IT Audit

e WGEA | Environmental
Auditing

e WGFACML | Fight
Against Corruption and
Money Laundering
WGSDG KSDI | SDGs
and Key Sustainable
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WGVBS | Value
and Benefits of SAls
WGFES| Financial
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WGEI | Audit of
Extractive Industries
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WGPPA | Public
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WGBD | Big Data
WGISTA | Impact of
Science and Technology
on Auditing
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Policy, Finance
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Committee
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e INTOSAI Donor
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e TFIC | INTOSAI
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PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
COMMITTEE (PSC)

lliana Ivanova

Member of the European Commission
Former Chair of the INTOSAI
Professional Standards Committee

The development of professional standards for
the public sector audit profession is one of the
four strategic goals of INTOSAI, alongside capac-
ity development, knowledge sharing and good
governance. This aspect of INTOSAI's work is led
by its Professional Standards Committee (PSC);
since November 2022, the PSC has been chaired
by the European Court of Auditors (ECA), with
the SAl of Brazil as the Vice-Chair.

The PSC’s strategic objectives, as set out in
INTOSAI’s Strategic Plan 2023-2028, are:

e continue developing the INTOSAI Frame-
work of Professional Pronouncements (IFPP)
as principles-based and ensure a dynamic
and flexible provision of guidance and other
supporting materials

e assure the consistency, professionalism,
quality and relevance of the IFPP, and regu-
larly update the IFPP technical content in
response to developments in the audit pro-
fession and user feedback

e draft and present IFPP material clearly, while
leveraging technology to ensure it is accessi-
ble in a way that is meaningful to users

e advocate for, support and monitor the
implementation of the IFPP by SAls, in order
to gain feedback on its relevance and use,
and to identify opportunities for improve-
ment

59

The PSC is supported by four sub-committees:

financial audit and accounting; compliance audit;
performance audit; and internal control stand-
ards. The PSC, along with other INTOSAI commit-
tees, also benefits from the work of the Forum for
INTOSAI Professional Pronouncements (FIPP), a
forum of technical experts appointed by the
INTOSAI Governing Board to address public sec-
tor standard-setting issues.

The importance of the SDGs and the 2030 Agen-
da has been recognized by INTOSAI, as it is one of
the five organizational priorities for 2023-2028.
In this context it is also important for us, as the
current PSC Chair, although the same standards
that apply for all other audit subjects apply equal-
ly to the SDGs. The requirement for sufficient,
relevant and reliable evidence as a basis for form-
ing professional judgements applies to all audits
involving SDGs.
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The PSC has not issued, so far, any specific guid-
ance or standards particularly on auditing the
SDGs.

Primary responsibility for addressing the 2030
Agenda and the SDGs lies with the individual SAls,
as the real power to make the changes needed to
improve people’s lives is in the hands of national
governments. It is therefore very important that
SAls recognize the relevance of the topic by, first
of all, including sustainability issues in their strat-
egies, and to reflect this in the subsequent selec-
tion of audit tasks, whether this is on an annual or
multiannual basis. These audit tasks might focus
entirely or in part on one or more of the SDGs.

The ECA, now the PSC Chair, is also involved in
monitoring the implementation of the SDGs. The
box on the next page shows how the EU has
addressed the matter in an EU context.
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It is very important that SAIs recognize
the relevance of the SDGs by, first of all,
including sustainability issues in their
strategies, and to reflect this in the
subsequent selection of audit tasks,
